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2014 Application Q&A Workshop — Beijing

Host: Claire Du, Director and Founder of China Liberal Arts College Tour
Colleges: Amherst, Carleton, Franklin & Marshall, Occidental (Oxy)

General Q&A 4i— A&

1. Q: How important are standard tests? Are there cut-off lines? What is the
flexibility of the cut-off lines?

Oxy: A high standardized-test score is an indicator, though not the best, of the
applicant’s ability to communicate and express nuance ideas in class, and Oxy
believes that to ensure the productiveness of college education it is necessary for
applicants to have a strong standardized-test score.

Amherst. Each house has different policies, but Amherst does not have cut-off lines.
Standardized tests cannot holistically represent a student’s ability; nevertheless, it is
largely related to a student’s ability.

F&M: 1t’s difficult for students in a test-based culture to understand selective
admission. We hope our students to be competent.
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2. Q: How is a decision made? How many people will review an applicant’s
package? How much attention would be paid and rounds of discussion would
be done before a decision is made?

Carleton: At least 2 admission officers (AOs) will review one applicant’s package
and complete a review form. Background information, standardized test scores, GPA,
activities list, essays, and letters of recommendation are in the application package. 2-
13 AOs will come together to make a final decision.

F&M: College admission is a human process, and based on the need of colleges. AOs
will admit applicant of the best fit.
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3. Q: About essays: What type of essays are admission officers looking for?
Especially for Chinese students, is there a way of thinking about how to write
essays?

Oxy: Write about everything outside the application form e.g. personal qualities,
contribution to the community.

Authenticity is crucial: be real, be yourself.

Proof read to avoid mistakes.

Ambherst:

Be flexible and creative.

Essays should not be an exclusively factual account, emphasize more on different
perspectives, and one’s thoughts on different levels.
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4. Q: Should essays focus on how and why a thing happened, and its impact,
rather than the story itself?

Carleton: Schools want to know the motivation behind what students do, and why to
be out in the world.

F&M: Don’t over worry. Don’t try to make up uniqueness.

Think about how AOs would introduce you to other colleagues by describing you in 2
or 3 sentences and work on that direction.

Do it yourself!
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5. Q: So if ’m nerdy, I should write about how I’m nerdy?

Carleton: 1s there a problem of being nerdy?
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6. Q: Many Chinese students do activities to fill their check-lists rather than
because they are devoted. What are colleges looking for? How can colleges
tell if applicants are truly passionate about what they do?
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Carleton: We want students to pursuit things that make them happy, and excited to
get up every day. Student should think about ways to spending time that maximizes
the enjoyment they gain.

Amherst. Colleges recognize that opportunities for extracurricular activities in China
are not as abundant in the US. Colleges want to see activities in which applicants
made a difference, or participation in a long-term, even if applicants only participated
in small number of events.
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Questions from Audience W Ax 7] &

1. A farther: International schools and local schools in China are different in
terms of academic pressure and activity chances. How do admission officers
manage the difference?

F&M: Admission officers value student based on context, and the potential ability of
students to make full use of opportunities in college.

—REA S B PR A S A AR AR X B, RO I B Rl A
A L WK B0 Bl o T TR R 2 48 A I X 254 2 BT A8 1) 22 SRR R ) B4 25 R

FEMFANNTAG ARSI L B AHET R, AN2AAeA 5 TP E
RG], WIS S T — AN ESIR A, RATB BB
AT FE R o = 4 T 30 LA W 2 A O P RE

2. Q: Because of limited vocabulary, some Chinese applicants can only write
their essays in very simple English. Other students who hire people to write
for them have beautiful but fake essays. How do colleges see this problem?
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Carleton: Schools expect applicants to at least have the ability of accurately
expressing ideas. The standards are set to ensure that students can handle class work.
On that basis, teachability and potential of future progress are valued more.
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3. Q: So as long as the applicant’s English is understandable, ideas conveyed
are more important?

0OXY: Some applicants try to sound sophisticated but end up convoluted, making their
essays ineffective. No applicant has to have perfect English, but should have English
at a level that prepares students thrive.
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4. Q: What are 3+2 programs with engineering like?

Ambherst. For Amherst, Students get 2 degrees: LAC degree and engineering degree.
Ist and 2nd year in Amherst studying maths and computer sciences, or other science
subjects, 3™ year in Dartmouth School of Engineering, 4™ year back in Amherst, 5"
year in Dartmouth School of Engineering. Students apply after they completed 2 years
in Ambherst. Terms and condition for each school are different.

Carleton: Such programs are not the only choice, if students want to pursuit a career
in engineering. Graduate programs are also a good choice. Problem solving ability is
the most important ability an engineer should have, and can be trained in LACs.
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5. Q: Inequality of educational resources in China is severe. Do colleges have
different standards for students in different regions in China?

Claire: The tour is meant to help admission officers better understand regional
cultural, linguistic, and economic differences in China. That’s why China LAC tour
has been to Changsha, Wuhan, Zhengzhou, to show that admission officers can’t
apply the same standards to students in parts of China.

F&M: Students will not be disadvantaged because of limited resources. Such
problems are not exclusive to China.
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6. Q: Should essays relate to activities? Or else how can applicants show merits
and meanings of the activities they have done?

Ambherst. In common app there is section to allow students explain more about their
activities. Not necessary to write in essays.
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Advice/Tips & H AO g

Oxy: Prepare well. Be aware of deadlines, and don’t expect exceptions. Informative
websites are useful.

F&M: Be yourself and confident of whom you are. Applicants confident in what they
can bring are most attractive.

Carleton: Like things outside of college application. These can be sources of
relaxation in college studies afterwards.

Ambherst. Relax and enjoy the process, though impossible but crucial.
College application is an opportunity to develop self-knowledge.
Love as much schools as possible, and have confidence.
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