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2014 Application Q& A Workshop — Chengdu

Host: Claire Du, Director and Founder of China Liberal Arts College Tour
Colleges: Barnard, Claremont McKenna, Grinnell

General Q&A 4i— A&

1. Q: How important are standardized tests? Is it worthy to spend 2 months to
improve 20 points?

Barnard: Schools have different policies. Scores are important but not the only piece
of information. As a one-day test, it can only partially show your level of competency,
and schools don’t expect perfect scores. For application information, present what you
want to present.

Q: AR FAMEE TS A BRI ER? S THEP 20 /464 H B I >
SAT A EAF?

Barnard: SASACHAA AR I EER, AEXTAEM — i, befbssi 2 Big
AR R 8 BATES B RBP RS, RANED), iR
G AT IXLEHABAIR, SAT XAEMIFRME ST BAH AR ME— Frfb kst
JETRH RS AR R AR 2 TR ST R IE A AT BE ) S8 UK 221 2 A 55
HRRA AL ZREG A EMMA BRI A RERARE, HiEPR A
HAnbp e R B R BB H 2 .

2. Q: Individual colleges have different standards, but is it worth to spend 3
months to improve from 105 to 110?

Barnard: Schools not only require a relative minimum level, but also look at
individual score components. Wait for improvement before taking another test.

CMC: Put yourselves in the shoes in the AOs. Improvements in SAT and TOEFL
have diminishing returns, and difference between 101 and 109 is minimal, as long as
your ability is shown.

Q: BTV HNE B AR AL BB ARHEA ] o A SRIAEAI AT DA TFAE %L+
RIS, A 3 A4S A 55 048 105 RYFEREARSEIR R 21 110 2 XF BRI HI 3R A5 (T 45 Bl 2
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3. Q: What is the secret of the admission office and the admission committee?
Grinnell: 2 counselors who are very familiar with the school and China review one

applicant’s package and write a brief summary as point of reference. They pass on
their opinions to the admission committee, and make tough decisions by voting.

Q: HHE A H AR, (LRGBS RIEA THE. DR
Qe 52 R AR Y ?

Grinnell: T — (AR R BRI S A 2 AR B S, X 2 (A
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4. Q: If one of the 2 AOs like you and the other doesn’t, what do you do?
CMC : fight!
Grinnell: The committee makes a democratic decision by majority vote.

CMC: Usually there will be a consensus, if not then the committee votes.
Q: WSR2 L AO , —(IARERIR, AIb—NAERE, BAEDSERBE?
CMC: +—2%2 !

Grinnell: {2432 HHIXPIAL AO SERR), X AERRBOE— AN REMTE
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KAl
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5. Q: How are essays evaluated? Are there any suggestions on ways I should
express how I fit the school?

CMC: In the US, there is a diversity of schools: research universities, LAC,
vocational schools, private schools, and community colleges...
Remember to write about who you are authentically. Write own essays.

Grinnell: Don’t go over achievements in academia and activities. Be authentic.
No big long fancy words when revising if you will make the AOs looking up the
dictionary while reading your essay.

Barnard: Look at essay questions in the Common Application. To choose that, try
free writing by timing 30 minutes for each essay, and choose one that you feel best
about.
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Grinnell: "534 2 )72 R R STBUR RGBT . ABAECH LB A Sl 7o
TR — N HBREIN , FRRE S R B CRYBIRIES: QR — A5

HIN ., FREAS I BRASERE AR T

WAL BEAEC A b Al — SRR, ORISR A B R AR A ER
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6. Q:In some essays on who or what influenced you the most, the events and
persons became more important than the applicant. Is that a problem?
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Barnard: The essay should be about story and reflection. Do not spend 500 out of 650
words on the story. The larger percentage should be on your reflection.

Q; A UL AR A A58 HRAER, B Bix R iR i N 8t k. IRZ 224
WIS E BN VNI, R AEE A R IR Sk, 2
THC. XA HENG?
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(LR THARAE S T BV ) CAE 2 BT RRR, I NE . IR
AR SRS 650 JSC P5ofr. SO0 TR AERG o0k . AHIEEL AL 5
DGR, 551 .

7. Q: Some applicants have thousands of activities; some applicants have 2-3.
What are the advantages or disadvantages of attending a few activities?

Grinnell: Evaluation is based on context and schools. It is better for students to have
even potions of activities, but doing some activities with a depth. There is no magic
number. Do what you’re passionate about and stick with it.

CMC: Be authentic. Do activities that can also show who you are. Other parts of the
application can also support that image of you.

Barnard: Explain activities. Do not expect AOs to understand acronyms.

Q: A EEMTEANIER L, — IR, FLPAENERASZMT 2. 3 M.
TXAE2X H IR & BB Y S ?

Grinnell F A TEARYE A T AE PR GEAN I A TG SIS RPN A . IR
Z5MLz Mg, BN . KR8 24 BZ S S IniE s R
Yo, HERMOSE5RERITES . REFS XSS X AT LT .
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HEEMBERERE AT WANGRES, 2N IRE KRS
WA LILERARE T2 R B AR T

Barnard: &G T EFE BN — &, —xEZTE common application H f#ERE 15 H /R it
250D, AEAGHEINGS, FHIXHEREE R TGN A
NSO
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Questions from Audience W Ax 7] &

1. Q: How to decide a major for undergraduate study? Is it important to know
what you want to study when choosing schools?

Barnard: Students who apply to college can choose undecided, or be interested in 2-3
areas. Understand what parts of the college interest you by picking out several
interests. You’re interests can also be shown in other ways in the Common
Application.

Claire: 1 declared my second major three weeks before graduated. There is a high
flexibility in dropping a major or changing a major as long as requirements are met.

Q: MIRAHIE KA AR 2 Lk E 2T e ?

Barnard: 155, RTEVHE VB A2 AR T AR R B, H2AR AR
KA ERFAETEN N RIOE % ll. TEFRIEEIINE, RERTLES
W R — R ARE”, BURLE M =BG il 5% SR BHRAT B AR A 2%
BTTE, A AALREARSRHEITIS o BR T 2 MR —42, URAG2AARGER 7T L
ARSI 3 Bl 55 4 A B HE O

Claire: T LMLV, 24585 Al R Ol st IR e SeOll B = 8 4 R E
Pt LA S 2l ade B AR Bl o IR AR 2 L Ml T 2R B PRAR AR A T
HMFEWEL ZREHRE O L. 75 ERYPHT, Fo—BHPUhFRES Bsy
MZG, HRBEEIX WAL LAERANE ST, 1 H LB T NI AP
BRI LR B RERR R R —EEHBKE H O >SERIAR

2. Q:1In LACs, will the first 2 years of exploration be a waste of energy? How
are credits counted?

Barnard: In Barnard, 1/3 of the credits are for major courses and 1/3 left for
exploration. The first two years still count into college education.

Claire: Carleton requires 42 courses, 11 towards major, 22 of your interest, and the
rest required classes in arts and sciences.

Grinnell: Schools provide mentorship, and advisors will help decide what courses
you should take are in your interest and what coursed required by you major you
should take each semester.
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Claire: While offering a free education environment, your advisor forces you to think
and gives guidance. If you want to design a major, you are also required to meet
school officials and get approval. Guidance puts you on the right track.

Q: ARKEM AT F A I A —E H R R LR, ARG B
R XA IR R L2 ?

Barnard: —R8 . FEFFARIRAET 13 AR RETEWRE L L ER. 545 1/3
AR IR IR R BOSBR I AR), (BR B0 IR R 2 FAE R T T A0 Z N
MG BRI IR E L TR, IRAVG BRI R KA E h E 5 .

Claire: QIR AIERE 42 TR, FALWERE 11 1T8R, IS4 22 1R
A ERORITE N B IR, R B 2RI PR

Grinnell X TIRFEERE . FRESH IR BMRARIE VRIS Lk 24 BB IRFE, Br
DA RAATAEBUEE B, iERE QR LR

Claire: U2 e iRt T H ARG, (HRMERER A St 2l, M=
G A B2 . X PRI T2 E S R BRI

3. Q: Do LAC:s have less social opportunities to offer, e.g. internships?

CMC: All schools offer more than the academics. Generally all schools have student
activities. Educating a whole person, LACs train students to think critically and write
persuasively, and there are opportunities on campus to provide you with that. There is
a built-in support system with Dean of students’ office, residential colleges to help
students transit from one culture to another.

Q: P ARE AR IR, I, AR HE e

CMCAF— s A 2 AR I R IR AR AUR T2 ARG, A 2o S A
AiEEl RO B IR R — A A L S RE IR RN SR RE ST
P MEAE BIIRAMETE , “ARES A E 8 I RS SRR

4. Q:In your career, has one student stood out? Any examples of special
qualities?

Grinnell: I’ve been in my career too long to have a student stand out. There are
certain qualities, for a Grinnellian. You have to be adventurous to be in the middle of
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Iowa. You have to be passionate about academics, and activities outside the
classroom. We want a community of people, bright, creative, pushes boundaries.

CMC: First, demonstrate who you are not who you want to be. Leadership is crucial,
but leadership is more than titles. There are soft leadership skills and also hard ones.
Whether you promote collaboration or steer the course, make sure to reveal your
contribution that may not be immediately evident.

Barnard: There are a lot of types of leaders, outside or behind the scene or on stage.
We don’t expect well-rounded students, but create well-rounded communities.

Tell AOs what makes you who you are, and the rest is left for AOs to decide if you’re
fitting in to our box. As a piece of the community, you would naturally integrate.

Q: HEAT NGB R AN IR 2 A At A TR % Z 18 SR ARl B b 5 1 2

Grinnell: ALARLINRA T, A 2ARERY AR L, A FriE BN R R IRE T
HRA LA AMER RS RIRAT—5%, R, 28 Grinnell f

L EEAEMP IR A A BT EERF A, B IRANTZYIO RN SR

AR . XEERNTAREA —ADWIRMRNE . A EERRHA.

CMCARE TR — g, RSO AFMRBERI R A — R, IRABE LAl
HI RS F B TP — 2524, RATE B B2 AT LR R
I TASEARTE IE TR PRI, IR, BACRREIE N, H
WMTHFHFATRMIUA 25 P RBUHR Y TR R FE XA FRA H 5K

T X LT R A — 5 2 T AR AL AR EL R Y, B LB R B o

Barnard: 5 FATIRZ AR RIS, ATLRAEGRTIADE, AR A dHE
EOR AR S A T AT LT o SRR IR 2 SRR AR A s e fR e — A AT
AR, BEROPAIA AR, AE2ERNEE. Bk, AT E
HRfEMA S, MARAREER BN, RER AR R A

Advice/Tips & H AO Mg

Barnard: Whether your application is far off or tomorrow, keep in track of things.
Have a list of colleges, deadlines; familiarize yourself with the application system,
and interviews. Common Application also has a chart of to-do-list, stick to deadlines.
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CMC: Pre application think about how you can fit in to colleges you have interest in.
Not all good things apply to all people, but schools are great for the right type of
people.

Grinnell: Relax, you will find a place you will be happy about the relationships built
for the entire life.

Barnard: WVF R 55 HUE B RIRREE , AL B HiE M 7eR, (H
REZRELZHEF TR, R EFEEENERIEN AR, 2R, icEs
AR R HW, U B RA% . A4 145 5% . Common Application Ht
WEAHRER, —ENELH.

CMC: 2GS B O FHFAARARMrA T IE S a N, BXTE
BRI, AR — OISR RS A -
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