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2014 Application Q&A Workshop — Hangzhou

Host: Claire Du, Director and Founder of China Liberal Arts College Tour
Colleges: Bowdoin, Davidson, Pomona

General Q&A 4 — ]

1. Q: What is the requirement of scores? What is the difference between 105
and 110 for TOEFL?

Bowdoin: It depends. Some schools are test optional but some require SAT. A strong
test will support your application, but for test optional schools don’t send low scores.

Davidson: School webs have data for the middle 50 scores of admitted students.
Schools also look at the breakdown of individual scores. Also, remember of all the
students, 25% are lower and 25 % are higher than the score given. SAT is not an
extracurricular activity; spend time on things you like instead of it. Letters of
recommendation, day-to-day performance, and activities will also be taken into
consideration.
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LRSI HIEARE, (HREWRKE SAT SRR, BLARABIEETE LA
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2. Q: Are the 5 points improved from 95 to 100, and from 100 to 105 equally
important?

Pomona: 1t depends. 100 is a minimum, but sub-scores have to be strong across the
board. You have to get 100 to handle the rigor of the writing in college. If you can
reach the requirement, reconsider if the school is going to fit you.
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3. Q: How to find a college that fits me, and show the college that I am a good
fit?

Bowdoin: The application process is a holistic process, and tests are only one element
just to make sure you can hit the ground running academically and socially. Essays
are important in that they show personality, and how you will make a difference in
college? This is key in expressing why you fit the school.

Davidson: Look at the mission, location, major, and interests of a college. Some
applicants are quite leaders, some louder leaders, some like theater performance, and
a well-rounded community needs every part. Senior students, who are thinking about
colleges, should talk to students, visit the campus, watch pod casts and videos to get
more information.

Pomona: Also, department web, email professor, skype and question, is there
anything you do not like about.
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4. Q: Many students have no time for activities. They fear they are not well-
rounded because they are not and can’t be good at everything. Are there
some advantages of having a particular interest?

Bowdoin: All types students are needed to make a well-rounded institution.
Participate in one or two activities, be really dedicated and make a difference. Don’t
do activities just to fill in blanks.

Pomona: Students are evaluated by context. The resources, and an understanding of
your high school will also be taken into account.

Davidson: 1t is more important to show you will take advantage of the opportunities
when you graduated from high school. The schools want to see you take on a variety
of courses and try new things.

Q: HAMMSMRZ G, WA Al ARG EIE 202 WRBEAER T
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Bowdoin: A 175 BAEAR] B GUSA 5 B 22 A4 A B AL A — A 1 (R 2 AT R4
AN TGS FAE I E S INES, AN RIEEZNED . XA ES
FOOATH L R HURBETE R 2 A I b A A STkt vl L T o
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5. Q: What is the decision making process?

Pomona: LACs have less applicants, thus more attention is given to each applicant.
AOs spend 30-45min reading through each application package. There is a chance for
you to explain additional information, such as transferred schools, test scores that
stand out. Catch this opportunity. It will not be understood as making an excuse. You
have to be your best advocates.

w
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Bowdoin: AOs will take notes and write a summary paragraph after reading a package,
which includes essays, recommendations, and pass to someone else who takes notes
and writes his own paragraph. The admission Committee listens to all the voices and
voted for a decision.

Davidson: Counselors who read your package present you to 20 colleagues. You have
to be your best advocate to decide what can be taken to the committee. The admission
process is a human process with AOs usually coming to a consensus.

Q: HAENAZWMREBFERRIWA THE, WLWEDNEEEREERE
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AU, (RZHE CHRRERAE, TSRS IRIRIL 038 H LA R

Bowdoin: ¥ Bowdoin, 4B RLE AR EESIE T — B, RiE
AR —NBEEE, LA —NHEEERIE T R ALY . EREMFESE, 5
PR E SV A AR AR B B B 3 22 e g 2 AR ) SR BRI 0L
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MRAERRAESY, HARAE SRS TRE TR AT TR .
FLUERER LW R OB e R A B T A AR TR 2R B C AR BB IE ORI T
Ko AR N UNTAR TS %se, ?Jaﬂ]%l?l’lfﬁm{d\ﬁ’] TEL AR
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6. Q: Any common mistakes of Chinese students on their essays?

Pomona: Schools want to know who is the student going to be on the first day they
are on campus. So remember to write about things that reveal who you are e.g. a
memorable place, transition from child to adulthood.

Davidson: For essays that require background stories, focus on your reflections. Share
stories you feel strongly about, and keep on track with key topics. Keep it concise,

understandable.

Bowdoin: Do it yourself, no agencies.
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Bowdoin: § O35, NEIEH/IRE. REMRERE.

7. Q: A question on liberal arts education in general: if I want to become and
engineer, why should I go to a liberal arts college?

Bowdoin: Nothing is an isolated entity. Most LAC students major in physics and
master in engineering, some do the 3+2 program. The world is bigger than the one
subject, and LACs train a new creative way of thinking of engineering, which is
crucial for the development of one’s career.

Davidson: 1f you are a manager in an engineering company, you will need

psychology to understand people. To convince clients, you need communication skills.
Liberal arts education offers the foundation of many of those important skills to make
a better person, with communication skills as a critical thinker who is able to work
with others strategically.

Pomona: Research shows that studying various subjects trains your brain. If you are
sent abroad by your company, you would want to understand culture and that is when
general education comes to use.

Q: AR IAE L THREN, TN 4 BLIZHE 32 B M B E e

Bowdoin: T — ARG HAMARBOAEMER . SCHABER 7 > Kb ) &
T MRS . SRR, REAESTBEWR, HAEMRES TR,
WAT DB i) 342 T H . B AMRSYIS . SCHEBE R H B 57
FERQNETEBYE, FIH A AT T3 TR0 AR Bl 2 i pe il R N
SCHEGE AR LA T A A A B 3 b R R e
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Questions from Audience W A 7] &

1. Q: Some applicants send additional files. Some call the admission office to
sing songs, and some send research reports. They want to express how much
they love the school and want some love back. How is this effective?

Pomona: Send files that AOs are able to read and appreciate. Read the school website
to check what additional files schools will accept.

Bowdoin: 1 don’t understand you physics paper, and the application package is more
understandable to me. Every AO has to go through thousands of application, and most
don’t want to read more than that unless they enjoy what they are reading. Additional
files can be painful to an AO.

Davidson: How much is too much? Compared to calling the office and sing, it’s better
to email and say “Hi, I’'m excited to be applying”. That’s sufficient.

Pomona: Some believe demonstrated interest will help. Just send a thoughtful and
purposeful email and ask questions, not just for the sake of sending an email to say hi.

Q: AU AR AR, IT G R E AN A EE T, 2L
ESRBO MRS, RETHERE A X AN . X T IEROR A ?

Pomona: §F{BA L ANBUXHARA R, BA TR0 E g2 AR AR LRSI ] fth
i1, AR By — S RAVE R, TLEZE R . ARG T ).

Bowdoin: 1N REF— PSR, FaPi, FOARBEE AR, wAHH
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2. Q: Any suggestions for students who have applied then gapped a year, and
are applying again?

Pomona: Explain why you took a gap year? What were you doing significant?

Davidson: Be clear about what is learnt and done? We surely won’t welcome students
who took a gap year just to study SAT or go the beach.

Q: FIHFR T —4F, XXTE M g A2 R0?

Pomona: B WA ARG T —4F, EX—FEPRIT 28BS ERE, A
RIBEE ASINARIFRTEE T —4F,

Davidson: 5 ERIRTER —4EPFB] TH4, IR&EY SAT W, 82X M
iTWe? RAHBRAEASHEEIRE TEEFA.

3. Q: Is the structure of essays more important, or characteristics and

personalities shown? 35 & #% X 55 1 B 8 230 B A N\ e AiE 58 B 22 °?

Davidson: People should be able to read your essay without having a pause and
wondering what is told. Let others check for you. Essays have to be grammatically
sound to indicate applicants are at the level to be successful.

Davidson: 155¢, R CEBILBAEBERENALE 1, 2/OREATEERER. ikt
NIRRT AR AT EHIATE R 2222 S MR A 2B B iE

Q: How about using better vocabulary? Ff i i % £ EWe?

Davidson: Y ou essay should use the same level of English you’re able to speak. If the
words you use are too complicated, it may suggest that you looked for synonyms and
rather than words that come naturally to you.

Davidson: ZRIRAE H K HBITENE, AREATS SRR B3P TR
1.
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Q: Complicated structures will not bring credits? Jif L & 2% i 3] f1] 25 f - A &
oA 7 SR A e 1 2

Davidson: Complicated structures will usually take away meanings of the essay and
make it less effective.

Davidson: FAMERE A HE AR, O EES LSO NS Ao

4. Q: Do schools except from Swarthmore have fail and pass courses?

Davidson: Each school has a different academic profile. No such courses for
Davidson.

Pomona: Pass-fail courses can be chosen, but the default is to have grades.
Bowdoin: Though we don’t have these courses, we have other things to introduce

freshmen to the expectations of colleges including, writing classes, first year seminars,
and many other activities.

Q: B T Swarthmore, &G 22 RAET0 S, HRAMN-AE T A ZHT
PRAR NG

Davidson: T FEA 1R PR SR, (HRBA1AALEAT XAEH
PRo

Pomona: XFEHURAT DIt E 00, (B2 R GEBRINZ A 8 o

Bowdoin: A] BARBUA AL R BB A B A28 B K287 . {HZ& Bowdoin
WHBIER, A eSS RahHE A .

Advice / Tips 3k H AO 53¢

Bowdoin: In your essays, remember not only to be yourself, but have many people
such as counselors, English teachers to check if the essay is your authentic voice.

Davidson: Utilize the counselors because they are educated to be helping you. Get to
know counselors and get as much help as possible from them.

Enjoy the application process as you are choosing your home for the next 4 years.
Search for the faculty; connect with ambassadors to get to know about schools.
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Pomona: Contact people other than someone who lives in the admission process, to
see if they are the kind of people do you want to be around them for the next 4 years.

Bowdoin: iLR 5 10 NS AR BOR R B 8 TIRESER S . B LA
oA R A ST B

Davidson: FYf Syl Bt IR, WIRARIISAACATH 28 S, — e RIS i -
REZ T, FOMERX A R R EE AR AR R I K o AT LU AR
WRARBERA T, TEAL AR ACSE 4R T Ao

Pomona: 35— YA EAEAR LD TARRI N ] — LR T2y i, B AT T 42
P& RS W AR AR o Bl — B 2, AR B R Y
AR B S XA H AL



