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2014 Application Q& A Workshop — Shanghai

Host: Claire Du, Director and Founder of China Liberal Arts College Tour
Colleges: Swarthmore, Vassar, Whitman, Williams

General Q&A 4i— A&

1. Q: How do schools evaluate SAT scores? Do schools look at components?
How important are standardized tests?

Whitman: Every college is different, and value differently. What’s more important is
for students to fit the school.

Williams: Test scores are only one component, recommendation letter from teachers
and other materials are also important. We also want to see your motivation, what
passion you bring in the classrooms. Standardized test scores are important but only
one piece of information.

Swarthmore: Who you will be as a community member is the most important thing
which cannot be revealed through a 2200 in SAT because it doesn’t tell the AOs who
you are and what you will bring to the community.
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2. Q: Some students have an obsession of high scores, sacrificing essay time to
get 5 more points in TOEFL. How to spend time better?
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Vassar: Standardized tests evaluate reading and writing skills and tell school whether
you are ready for the amount of work in college. However, English studies are not
limited in school. Read books, and practice writing out of class.
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3. Q: What s fit? How can Chinese students know if they fit into the campus?

Whitman: To figure out what school fits you is a complex process. Individuals in the
school in the past have created a culture, and current students and faculty possess that
particular culture. While you show who you are through your essays and
recommendation letters, you can know the school’s culture through extracurricular
activities and other traditions.

Swarthmore: Being admitted 1s more important to Chinese families, rather than
whether the school is a fit. Choosing a college is to live and learn as a part of the
community for four years, like purchasing a home. You won’t buy a house just
because you like the name of the street or a building. Access to information through
the Internet or other ways and find if you like the experience.
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4. Q: What are the factors when looking for a fit school?

Williams: Examples are: settings, whether the school is remote from cities or
suburban, size, community, etc. Each school has a unique curricular opportunity,
residential life, and curriculum.

Vassar: Watch YouTube videos, contact current students if don’t have the chance to
tour or take a summer program.

Claire: Be aware of what you want: e.g. do you want bigger lecture halls, or more
attention?
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5. Q: Chinese students feel they do not have enough time for extracurricular
activities, and panic because they are not well rounded. Is it ok to have just
one or two interests but devote years of time?

Swarthmore: Quality over quantity. Do activities in school or out of school that are
meaningful, and tell which activities have helped you to grow. Demonstrate what
impact you have had, the world around you.

Williams: Some applicants have more than one or two, others less, but it does not
matter. We want to see applicants learning intellectually, socially and personally
thought the activities they’ve done and predict how you will come and take advantage
of all the opportunities in college. Schools want to know what can you show from the

w



jﬁ S [5] T020 SCFR2  o 5 J 55 7S Jri 32 [ T 22 SCBR 7 o [ e
f +  ChinaliberalArts College Tour 2014 China Liberal Arts College Tour

demonstrated activities and why you’ve chosen what you’ve done, and information
can be given through the additional information column in common app. We don’t
want all the students to stay in the library, so be active outside the classroom.

Vassar: There is no checklist. Schools evaluate applicants in a holistic way, and we
don’t want all students to be theater students or science students. That’s why
Activities don’t have perfect formula.
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6. Q: 10 years ago, volunteering became very popular, but for many it is only a
show, for example for 10 days only 2 are spent on teaching. How to expand
activities into essays that truly articulate one’s passion and aspirations?
What kinds of qualities you are looking for in an essay? Are there tips for
Chinese students?

Swarthmore: One AO only has 20-30 minutes to read all of one applicant’s material.
Though for LACs there are fewer applicants, meaning more attention spent on each.
Write about whatever you would like to share. How you write about it is also tricky,
because you want the reader feel like you two just had a conversation in person. Your
essays are windows into your experiences and thoughts. Write about things not
already in application, and think about what contribution you will bring.
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Whitman: 1t hard to find the theme or main idea of your essay. Ask people who you
know and trust to read your essay, and check whether what you want to express is
expressed.

Authenticity is key, don’t copy others ideas.

Avoid dialogue because they are very ineffective.

William: Do not hinge on that essay. AOs are sympathetic readers, friendly nice
people, who are looking for reasons to admit you.

Express what you want, who you are, what motivates you, also your city,
neighbor, all the factors that make you who you are. Talk about what you think about
each day, what video games you play, why are you doing what you do? AOs want to
know how you will behave flying half way around the world.

For “why” essays, do not copy things on the website. It can only show
excellent research skills but nothing about yourself.

Vassar: Be authentic with the language you use. You should sound as though you are
saying it, because AOs pay attention not to the complex use of English but the
English proficiency that shows you are prepared to take on courses in college. Your
PS is an important one page, but college studies require essays of several pages and
you have to convince AOs that you have the potential, if not ability to prosper
academically and socially. A PS is not an interview. Even if you want to be creative,
it is still an essay. Proof read and read it out loud.
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7. Q: What are secrets of the decision making process of the admin committee?
How do you process? How are conflicts resolved?

Whitman: 1t depends. Generally, one person is responsible for one area, and writes a
summary of thoughts for each applicant. A second person does the same. Then, the
admission committee discusses, argues, and vote for the decision.
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Questions from Audience W Ax 7] &

1. Q: How can applicants be authentic, and how do we know if we are
authentic?

Whitman: Ask best friends, cousins and parents to check.
Q: ZUEHA R R IS ARMABL T — A H M A a2
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2. Q: What do you put more emphasis on in all the application information?

Whitman: We want to see strong interdisciplinary interest, and like strong community
members who can give more passion to the group.

Williams: In LACs most classes are seminars so it is important to have the eagerness
to participate in a collaborative environment, inside and outside the classroom.

Q: HIFMEHPHMRESER, HAEENRIEEFLL?

Whitman: A 155 B HE2 AR T A 2N SURR G, B E— MR
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HEART R B2 1T T

Williams: TA |2 TRK 2 I RTEURIT ), IR T 2R S 51
i, BEEMANGEAIR A AERREELWRS, TG BRI 24
#REETEREA T kL B R

3. Q: Do schools like weird kids?

Swarthmore: What does weird mean, and who defines what that 1s? Based on who
gets to determine weirdness, there are different standards in different contexts.

Claire: There are all sorts of weird people, just be what you are. It’s fine to be weird,
but you have to have good manners, and remember not to be careless or selfish.

Q: Wrifi A Lo A AR BT R I 2 SRR ?
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4. Q: How can applicants write “Why” essays?

Williams: Williams don’t have “Why” essays, but “Why” essays are set for applicants
to learn about the experience, opportunities available in that college, imagine what
they will be in that college, and explain why they are eager to join.

Swarthmore: Don’t list texts. Understand what we have, explain what will you do
with them when you are here, and why it’s right for you.

Vassar: LACs are similar and different, don’t copy paste information. Be sure to
distinguish between schools.

Claire: This question is also asked in interviews. Know what are you interested in that
particular college, whether it is a particular professor, or the CS major, and be specific.

Q: AE“H AJEFEIXA AL ML A, (BRERIAN R I 5% A2

Williams: BRI At 25 BRI B SCH U E | (HE XA S35
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5. Q: Why liberal arts education, how is it going to benefit me more?

Williams: Both education systems are excellent. Your choice should depend on your
goals, aspiration, and career development. Class experience is very different. In LACs
you have access to more than one or two subjects, but also can learn in-depth. If you
want to be an engineer, do you want to be immersed in passionate engineers, or do
you have other academic interest? Answer those questions to make your choice.

Swarthmore: LACs don’t offer pre-professional education because schools want to
train critical, creative interdisciplinary thinking. The future is not predictable, so
people cannot prepare for everything. Some jobs might not exist now.

Whitman: People in LACs wish to have a dynamic small group conversation, argue
and getting out more. Education in LACs is not outcome based and straight lined.

Vassar: Undergraduate experience in LACs is exciting because everyone is working
towards a common goal: a bachelors’ degree. This is a unique American experience.
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